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all France, there were no less than 110,000 noble-
men ; there were 10,000 in Brittany alone. The
proportions which this difficulty sometimes still
assumes on the Continent may be inferred from one
curious instance. The combined Parliament of the
'two small States called respectively Mecklenburg-
Schwerin and Mecklenburg-Strelitz is a mediaeval
Diet, very slightly changed. It now consists of 731
members, of whom 684 are persons of knightly rank,
holding land by knightly tenure. As a rule, how-
ever, this numerousness of the nobility causes the
privilege of sitting in the Upper House to be confined
to comparatively few Peers of very high and uni-
versally acknowledged rank, and hereditary Peers
are seldom found without an intermixture of Life
Peers. Life Peers also occur by themselves, but the
Crown is generally directed by the Constitution to
select them from certain classes of distinguished men.
The best example of an Upper House formed by this
method is the Italian Senate.

In the French Republic and in most of the Mon-
archical European States, elective Senators are found,
either by themselves or together with Life Senators
or Hereditary Peers. The mode of choosing them
deserves careful attention. Sometimes the Senatorial
electorate is different from that which chooses the
Lower House; where, for instance, there is a pro-
perty qualification, it is often higher in the case of